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SPECIAL NEEDS BUSES
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Special Transportation is a related service that can be part of a student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP).  Transportation can only be added to a student’s IEP through the IEP committee.

As a basic guideline, transportation services tries to place an exceptional child on a a regular bus route.  If a regular route is not feasible, then a yellow special needs bus is the next option.  If no special needs bus is available, contract transportation is then pursued.  This is generally the most cost effective chain to follow, however, each individual student’s situation must be considered and, therefore, an exception to the chain is possible when it would be in the best interest of the student.

The routing of special needs buses is the responsibility of the Transportation Director.  Approval of route changes is at the discretion of the Transportation Director based on the needs of the child and safe operation of the bus.  A Use of Private Road Permission Agreement for non-maintained roads will be signed where applicable.  The Transportation Director is the only person to approve a new student riding a special needs bus.  He will advise the driver, approve the route change, and provide the Student Information Sheet, which needs to be completed yearly.  If a student is recommended to attend a program outside his/her area school, the Transportation Director will determine whether transportation will be made available, based on recommendation from the Exceptional Children’s Program Administrator.

Pickup and discharge of students stops will be the same every day as listed on the Student Information Sheet only unless approved otherwise by the Transportation Director.  All students must be met by an adult as listed on the Student Information Sheet.  After a five minute wait and an adult is not home to receive the student, the bus driver will call the telephone numbers on the Student Information Sheet.  If unsuccessful in reaching anyone, the Transportation Director will be called for assistance.

If an individual school is closed (and not the whole county) i.e. water or electrical problems, the principal of that school needs to contact the Special Needs Bus driver if that bus is housed at another school.

When there is early closure at one of the schools being serviced by a bus, the principals or designees of the schools affected will determine the time the Special Needs bus will run, being sure not to violate the rights of a free and appropriate public education for these students.  If the parents pick up students, the bus driver needs to be notified.  Contact the Transportation Director if there are any questions.

If a Special Needs student is picked up during the day by the parent, the school needs to notify the bus driver.  If a student is brought to school during the day by a parent, the bus driver needs to be notified to pick him/her up at that school.

If the IEP committee determines a student needs a restraint (seat belt, shoulder harness or both), a restraint form will be signed and submitted to the Transportation Director with the Student information Form.

Discipline

When counseling with the student doesn’t result in corrected behavior, the special needs bus driver will complete a Bus Conduct form and submit it to the principal or designee.

If misbehavior continues, the driver will discuss the ongoing problem with the principal or designee as often as necessary.
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