Morehead Elementary Accelerated Reader Policy
Morehead Elementary School has made a commitment to be data driven and to provide a curriculum that is both rigorous and relevant.  This past year (2009), the SLT/Media Technology team reexamined our Accelerated Reader program and data.  While the transition to the web based Renaissance program provided our students with over 130,000 tests and many more opportunities to read books of their choice, Accelerated Reader comprehensive data revealed the overall reading proficiency average for our school was only 68%.  Further, the lack of consistency in goal setting caused confusion and controversy with PBS goals.  The following guidelines were developed to refocus the Accelerated Reader program as an academic/motivational program that is both rigorous and relevant.
1. STAR (Standardized Test for the Assessment of Reading) will be given at the beginning of the school year to help determine initial student placements.  

2. All students’ initial ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) ranges should be based on STAR reading results.  ***Remember*** non-fiction ZPD zones should be .5-1.0 lower than the zones for fiction. 
3. Teachers will use the Accelerated Reader Goal Setting Chart 20 Minute Daily Practice (see reverse) guidelines to set goals for students.
4. Students will keep a reading log to monitor their growth and progress.  

5. A student’s ZPD zone should automatically be raised at least one tenth percentage after 5 tests have been taken with 85% proficiency.  Likewise, when 2 tests have been taken with less than 85% proficiency, a student’s ZPD should be lowered at least one tenth percentage.
6. Teachers must monitor each student’s Reading Log (print or on-line) in order to ensure that ZPD ranges are raised or lowered as test scores indicate.

7. PBS points will be awarded:

· 4 points for maintaining at least 85% proficiency for entire grading period ranges (6 weeks, 9weeks, etc.).
· 4 points for achieving point goal.

Ms. Hyatt will provide Renaissance software training ASAP.  The training will show you how to instantly monitor your individual students’ progress, print Home connect letters, and Accelerated Reader resources.  
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