


     GPS “Fish” Activity
Materials needed:


24 – film canisters


Key with coordinates for six different positions (pg. 1 in  packet)


Set of Coordinate Cards (pgs. 2-3 in packet)


Set of Position Needs (page 4 in packet)


Set of Pictures and Descriptions of all six Fish ( pgs. 5-8)

Teacher Preparation for activity:

1. Run off  8 copies of the Pictures and Descriptions sheet (you will be cutting these into strips to put into the canisters.  Make sure you cut off the names of the fish, you don’t want to make it too easy!)
2. Using the Position Needs sheet fill the film canisters with the appropriate slips of paper. (i.e. Position #1 – You will need four canisters: 1canister with 4 pictures of a Sunfish (one for each of your 4 classes) 1canister with 4 descriptions of an Emperor  Fish, 1 canister with 4 pictures of a Bluefin, and 1 canister with 4 pictures of a Barracuda).  Repeat for the other five positions.  As I completed all four canisters for a position, I put the number of the position on the canister and then put all four into a baggie.  I also wrote the name (i.e. Tire Rim) on the baggie.  This will make it much easier to put them out, and also to reuse them.
3. Run off a set of the Coordinate Cards. You will only need one set of these.  I had Mrs. Simms laminate mine so I could reuse them in each class.
Directions for Student Activity:
1. Divide the class into 12 groups

2. Give each group a Coordinate Card
3. Tell the students they are to find two things about the Fish listed at the top of their Coordinate Card; a picture and a description of the fish

4. Take the students out by the pond and give each student a GPS
5. Tell the students they are to go to the first set of directions, find a container that has either a picture or a description of their fish. Take one copy out of the container.

6. Find the second set of coordinates on their card and repeat directions in step 5

7. When they have found both a picture and a description, have the students bring it to you for verification.  If it is not correct they must trace their tracks and return the incorrect item and find the correct one.

8. When they have correctly found both items, they will receive a card with a    word on it.  The word is part of a predetermined phrase they have to all decode when they return to the classroom.  Reward the class that decodes the phrase in the shortest amount of time.

If there is something you do not understand; I will try to clarify it for you.  

