SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

SOLICITING FUNDS BY CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS – POLICY KBB
 In order to maintain an educational environment conducive to learning and to prevent excessive intrusions upon instructional time, it is the Policy of the Board that no person, agency, organization or association, except school-sponsored or school-related organizations and those approved by the Superintendent or his designee, shall be allowed to solicit funds during the instructional day or in a manner that interferes with instruction. 

REGULATION





Definitions
Charitable organization means any person who has or holds out as having a section 503(c) tax exempt determination by the Internal Revenue Service and operates for a charitable purpose, or a person who is or holds himself/herself out to be established for a charitable or civic purpose; or a person who employs a charitable or civic appeal as the basis of a solicitation, or employs an appeal that suggests that there is a charitable or civic purpose for the appeal.  "Charitable organization" includes a chapter, branch, area office or similar affiliate soliciting contributions within the State for a charitable organization which has its principal place of business outside of the State.

Solicitation means a request, directly or indirectly, for money, property, financial assistance, or any thing of value on the plea or representation that it will be used for a charitable purpose or will benefit a charitable organization. "Solicitation" may occur by any one of the following methods:


1.
Any oral or written request communicated by or to students for a charitable organization.  


2.
Distributing, posting or publishing any handbill, written advertisement, or other publication that directly or by implication seeks to obtain any contribution from or by students.

3. Selling or offering or attempting to sell any good, service, chance, right or        anything of value to benefit a charitable organization to or by students. 

4.
Any contest or activity whereby contributions are based on students completing a specified number of tasks, such as a walk-a-thon, bowl-a-thon, jumping rope, etc. and/or which offers gifts, awards or prizes to the students who obtain the greatest number or amount of contributions for a charitable organization.

Criteria for Approval
Charitable organizations, as defined above, including nonprofit educational, cultural, charitable, health, or social services agencies and associations, which provide direct educational programs or services to the Carteret County Public Schools.

Only such charitable organizations whose method(s) or procedure(s) for soliciting funds from and by students is not materially or substantially disruptive of the educational program may be authorized to solicit funds from students.

1. GS. 131F-2(3)
2. GS  131F-2(18) 

School officials also may establish by regulation reasonable limits on the number and frequency of charitable solicitations in a particular school and throughout the school system in order to:


1.
Reduce the administrative burdens on students and staff associated with charitable solicitations;


2.
Preserve and maintain instructional time; and


3.
Respond to parental concerns that an excessive number or frequency of charitable solicitations places an undue financial hardship on families especially when students are given awards, gifts or prizes based upon the amount or number of contributions they obtain for a charitable organization.

School officials may deny a request to solicit submitted by any charitable organization that would be in violation of the acts prohibited by the North Carolina General Statutes pertaining to Solicitations of Contributions, G.S. §131F-1 et. seq. and, in particular, G.S.§131F-20.

Procedure
Any charitable organization meeting the above criteria which desires authorization to solicit funds from or by students during the instructional day shall submit a written request to the Superintendent or his designee at least 15 working days prior to the date on which the solicitation is designated to begin. The request shall describe the educational programs or services it provides or intends to provide to the school system, and the method(s) or procedures for soliciting from students. The applicant also shall provide appropriate verification of its status as a charitable organization.

The superintendent or his designees will respond to written requests for permission within 10 working days following receipt thereof. Said response may be in writing or by telephone. If the request is denied, the applicant will be notified in writing of the basis for the denial. If a request is denied, the applicant may, within 5 calendar days of receipt of notice, submit a written appeal of the decision to the Superintendent. Failure to submit an appeal with the time period will result in waiver of the right to appeal. If the Superintendent upholds the denial, the appeal shall be placed on the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. The applicant will be notified in writing of the time and place of the meeting and shall be given the opportunity to be heard in support of the request. The decision of the Board, which may be rendered at the meeting, shall be final.

.
